2011 Banquet Report
	Another banquet has come and gone.  By all accounts this may have been the “best ever.”  We had one major hiccup along the way – our hotel of first choice had its banquet room roof cave in from all the snow that dumped on Alberta this winter.  We had to scramble a bit and through the hard work of Mike Walliser and Terry Brew, the cooperation of both the Red Deer Lodge and the Capri Convention Center, we made it work.  Our partner this year (Hunting for Tomorrow/Kelly Semple) did a phenomenal job in getting tons of awesome donated items, helping with every aspect of the banquet.  Bob Gruszecki and the Alberta Hunter Education Instructors Association crew were everywhere as well and without these groups and their people helping out, it would not have been the “best ever.”
We had close to 300 people in attendance from all parts of the province. There were 26 youths.  We had many dignitaries – Jim Allen (SRD), Conrad and Hilda Fennema (pres of AFGA), WILD TV, Cabelas Canada, Dan Currie (Porcupine Creek), reps from many of the archery shops. The meal was superb!!  We had lots of room. The hotel staff great to work with. 
We gave out awards for our 3D Program, for our Game Awards.  Lots of great critters taken this year!!  
	And then there was Fred.  Fred and his wife Michelle are awesome people and great ambassadors for bowhunting. The Friday Meet & Greet was well attended and everyone had lots of fun.  His Saturday presentation was awesome as well -- Fred’s stories of some of his hunts, the pranks he has played on his guides/hunters kept people in stitches.  As a token of our appreciation for coming to Alberta again, we presented Fred with an ABA jacket with his name on it.
	 We paid particular attention to our “youth”.  We had Grab Bags (courtesy of AHEIA, HFT, Wild TV, Muzzy, Hub International) for all those youth in attendance and had them get a group picture with Fred – they were tickled.  We then did a draw from all of these youth for a completely outfitted bow (Leader-Coatings Ltd – Darrell Demers), a ground blind (Terry Brew) and a Stanley Hips target (Jim Wilson).  The respective winners were a very excited Thomas, a young lady (we lost her name so if you know her let us know – sorry)  and Beth Wilson.  In our Game Awards program for the youth, 1st, 2nd, 3rd get a plaque, a custom engraved knife (Calgary Archery Center), prizes (Game Country Archers).  Every other entrant also gets an engraved knife (CAC).  Fred and Michelle both commented on how much emphasize we put on the youth – of all the presentations and appearances they go to, the ABA is the leader!!  Was great to hear!!
	One of the highlights of the night was the card raffle for a “Jack Kempf custom Kwyk Styk recurve” built specifically for this banquet.  Fred Eichler signed the bow as did his wife Michelle.  We sold a ton of cards on this bow – Jack’s bows are highly prized in the traditional world and this one was no exception.  The lucky winner was Ken Cook – one of the many AHEIA volunteers who were at the banquet.  As a show of our gratitude to Jack for this donation, for his many over the years we presented Jack with an ABA jacket with his name on it.  This still does not “even the score” but hopefully we are getting close.
	The evening went by much too fast – the banquet is always fun.  Through the generosity of everyone there, we made some $$ to help support you’re ABA, for HFT/AHEIA, for the National Archery in the Schools Program.  But most importantly, we gathered to celebrate bowhunting and archery, to meet old and new friends, to have fun.  And I think we accomplished all of that.
	Looking forward to next year in Calgary where we will have “Africa” as a theme.  Things are coming together already and you don’t want to miss this one.  Organizer Tom Foss has an awesome couple of days planned!!
