ABA 3D Committee
	At our 3D meeting (at the convention) April 2nd, much discussion took place as to the future and focus of our ABA 3D Sanctioned Shoot program.  Over the course of the past months we asked our clubs and members what they wanted to see happen to their ABA 3D program.  The consensus was to put more fun into the events, consolidate categories, focus on bowhunting equipment/shots but also keep things open for the competitive element some shooters would want.  If you have comments/suggestions please let us know – this is your program.  We want to make it fit the needs and wants of the ABA and the membership.  This year will be a work in progress as we figure things out but in the end it should make for a much better 3D program.
	We struck a 3D Committee consisting of:
Brent Watson bcwatson@telusplanet.net
Stan Schamuhn schamuhn@incentre.net
Peter Reed peterreed@xplornet.com
Sean O’Neill soneill@nexsourcepower.com
Chris Buck cbuck@techmationelectric.com
Dave Robson speckle55@hotmail.com  (will recruit someone from the Hinton Club)

Several changes were voted on and passed at this 3D meeting:
	Motion#1: Create a male and female rangefinder division.  The type of equipment the shooters use does not matter.
Motion#2: In order for a category to exist there must be at least 6 shooters participating in that category, except youth and kids categories.  If there are less than 6 people they move to the next higher category – example would be M50 with less than 6 the shooter would move to the corresponding male division based on equipment (MBO, MBR, etc).
Over the course of the year, other changes could happen depending on member thoughts and feedback. 
 
At our first 3D Committee meeting April 13 we discussed lots of issues/ideas. Follows is a summary.
	As of May 2nd, we have confirmed the three Sanctioned Shoots at Whitecourt (June 11/12),  Bighorn (June 18/19) and Parkland (June 25/26).  
Dudleys (Drayton Valley) is once again our 3D Sponsor for 2011 and we will search out other sponsors as well.  We drafted up a request letter and if anyone knows of someone/a company who might be interested in becoming a sponsor just contact any of the committee members and we will send them a letter.
Sanctioned shoot rules/conditions.
a. New rangefinder divisions (male/female).
i. Those using rangefinders must be grouped together.
ii. Unlimited equipment.
iii. Possibly have the rangefinder divisions shoot a separate course than other shooters.  More discussion needed.
b. At 3D meeting at convention, a motion was passed to bump shooters up a class if their class has 6 or less shooters.  Need to reduce number of classes.  Was decided to monitor this for this year, adjust this number as needed, committee may decide final details and change number as required.
c. Youth classes will stay as is. Youth are under 18.
d. FCA Rules will be used and modified at year’s end to meet specific needs of ABA Program.  Goal is to ultimately develop a set of “ABA 3D Sanctioned Shoot Rules”. 
e. Shoots will have 3 courses of 20 targets.  3 stakes (white – 30 yds max, green – 40 yds max, orange – 50 yds max).  Classes and what stake they shoot from can be found in FCA rulebook – clause 11.6.1.
f. ABA does not require judges/range officers.  3D Committee will check bows/arrows for compliance to rules if there is a written, signed protest submitted.

Again, this is YOUR 3D program.  Let us know what you think and what you want – we need and value the input.  See you on the course!!!


