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There has been a great deal of discussion on the subject of allowing crossbows in the archery only seasons and zones.  This phenomenon is being felt across North America and has raised many concerns from the bowhunting community.  The ABA is one of 81 state/provincial bowhunting organizations that are members of the North American Bowhunting Coalition.  One of the mandates of the NABC is to educate bowhunters, government officials, other hunters and the general public as to our concerns of allowing crossbows in the archery only seasons/zones.  

(1)  Crossbows are NOT bows, are NOT archery.  The two weapons have some similarities but the main differences of crossbows being able to be held at full draw indefinitely, making use of a draw lock device as well as not having to be drawn in the presence of game, are three of the differences that truly set them apart.

(2) Crossbows are indeed primitive weapons.  The ABA does not dispute this.

(3) Crossbows can be used in any general/primitive season in Alberta and the ABA feels that this is where they should be used.

(4)  In the few jurisdictions where crossbows have been allowed in the archery only seasons/zones, there were NO organized bowhunting organizations that could promote the “con” side of the argument.

(5)  It has been shown that the push to allow the crossbows in archery only seasons/zones has come from crossbow manufacturers, dealers and distributors.  There are NO organized crossbow user groups in North America.  The crossbow and its proponents are looking for a place to put a weapon that will increase demand, and thus sales.  It has been shown that hunters who use other weapons in the general season aren’t willing to buy a crossbow if all they can use it in is a general season.  Potential customers await if the archery only seasons/zones can be opened up to crossbows.

(6) Most hunters want to use firearms during the general season; the crossbow has been of little or no interest to hunters even though it is a perfectly legal weapon during the general/primitive seasons.  Crossbow manufacturers’ marketing strategies have failed, they have failed to convince firearms hunters to lay down their guns and pick up one of their crossbows.  Hunters clearly favor firearms over crossbows when guns are legal to use.  

(7) The "out of the box" accuracy of crossbows (another big difference from conventional bows) will cause many firearms-only hunters to migrate to archery-only seasons because they don't have to practice like bowhunters do.  The 2002 research paper written by the Ohio and Arkansas deer biologists predicts that 40% of the licensed deer hunters in a new crossbow state will migrate to archery season using a crossbow. In Alberta this could have the potential of adding 30000+ “bow”hunters to the existing 16600 bowhunters we had in 2010.

(8)  In Alberta, bowhunters are carefully managed as to their harvest rate on any one species – when the bowhunter harvest rate is more than 10-15%, seasons are shortened, draws are implemented, restrictions of some kind are placed on us. We have already had this happen with antelope, moose and mule deer in some Wildlife Management Units. If you have an influx of new “crossbow” hunters into our archery only seasons, hunter numbers will increase dramatically, the success rate will increase and with it the harvest rate.  Restrictions WILL come – guaranteed. At every meeting the ABA has had with SRD/stakeholders in the past three years, we have been told if any of these three results happen, bowhunters WILL go on a draw. Broadening the definition to include crossbows will certainly create additional unnecessary pressure on our archery hunting resource. This pressure is unnecessary as the crossbow may be used in general/primitive seasons.  
(9) Consider this scenario, IF (and only if) crossbows were allowed into the archery only seasons and we did see just a 20% increase in numbers from the general hunting population, we would more than double to app. 35000.  It would only make sense then that because we are a higher percentage now of the overall hunting population that our “share” needs to be increased to 25-30% of the harvest.  Where would that share come from?  From the general hunter’s share – they would have their share reduced, their seasons shortened to accommodate the increase of the “bowhunting” segment.  Would they welcome/accept this loss of opportunity?
(10)  Resident bowhunter numbers have increased 20% in the last 4 years to 16600 in 2010.
(11) Projections indicate that Alberta’s population is expected to double in the next 10 years – based on current population growth numbers and the expected increase in business opportunities, in the resource development sectors especially.  Doubling of the province’s population will surely reflect an increase in “real” bowhunter numbers – those who use a compound, a recurve, a longbow.  The bowhunters of Alberta and the Alberta Bowhunters Association can accept that – no problem.  It is who we all are.  But with such an increase, the harvest rate will change and with it, the implementation of the restrictions mentioned earlier, are a very real possibility.
(12) It has been found that new hunters are not recruited by legalizing crossbows during archery season.  Firearms hunters simply migrate. Crossbows are not a preferred-weapon for women and children entering the ranks of hunting.  The effort needed to cock the spring, the inability to do so while in a tree stand, their physical weight and ungainly handling characteristics, the necessity to shoot the device to unload it and the danger of accidental discharge are some of the reasons crossbows are not the weapon of choice for youngsters and women.  The National Archery In The School Program agrees that its not a weapon for kids.

(13) The NABC and its member organizations, will not stand in the way of present laws/regulations that allow disabled archers the use of crossbows in archery seasons. We will, however, suggest available alternatives so that disabled archers can enjoy themselves with modern conventional bows, adapted to their particular disability. This adaptive equipment approach was presented in detail at their August 6-7 meeting. New York, Montana and Kansas have already taken it upon themselves to challenge the idea that a crossbow is always the answer to the disabled archer question. These states have active programs that promote the use of adapted conventional bows, instead of crossbows, for disabled archers. With let-off's 
of 80% or more on modem compound bows, a person pulling 40 pounds is only holding 
8 pounds at full draw. For those physically challenged individuals that cannot draw a bow, 
many states have alternative means such as a "Handicapped Archers Permit". Two such states 
are New York and Montana. This permit allows qualified individuals to hunt with a bow 
equipped with a wide variety of available devices. It is the NABC’s intention to establish a program that helps disabled archers realize there are additional choices and if they would like, to help them get properly fitted to an adapted conventional bow. Providing state and provincial bowhunting organizations with information and a blue print on how to set up this type of program is an action item for the NABC.

(14)  SRD is reviewing the requirement criteria and conditions for the handicapped hunter – they want to clarify things so it is more “fair” to all sides.  ABA has no issue with that and will be involved in those discussions.

(15)  The Alberta Bowhunters Association conducted a survey of bowhunters in 2010 asking their thoughts on allowing crossbows in the archery seasons.  It was important to know what the bowhunters thought – both for the president of the ABA, its executive and membership – so that we were truly representing them on this issue.  From 926 respondants, 97% were against crossbows in the archery season (outside of the current provisions for handicapped hunters).  These results were presented to SRD and to the other stakeholders at the SRD Alberta Game Management Advisory Group meetings Dec 2010.

(16)  SRD conducted a survey of their own to find out the thoughts of the general hunter.  They included a question on the online hunter survey asking if they supported crossbows in the archery seasons; that it could lead to increased hunter numbers/harvest and bowhunters going on a draw.  The survey was emailed to 53000 email addresses and they had a 20% return rate.  Results were YES 37%, NEUTRAL 19%, NO 44%.  The average hunter does not support this proposal.
(17)  The SRD proposal (thru the AGMAG process) to allow crossbows in the archery season for 2011 was pulled from the table at the Dec 2010 meeting.  Now that their own survey shows the majority of general hunters do NOT want crossbows in the archery seasons, we will see what comes from subsequent meetings/discussions.
The ABA, as well as our fellow members of the NABC, fear that the heritage of archery and bowhunting that we’ve worked so long and hard to promote would be damaged. And damaged forever. The efforts of bowhunters and bowhunting organizations across North America (Alberta included) to establish bowhunting seasons and zones will be forever damaged if a “primitive weapon” (whether it is a crossbow, muzzleloader or shotgun) is allowed to be used in the archery only seasons and zones.  Bowhunting is and should be challenging and special – crossbows are trying to make it “easy” and “now” with profit the focus and no regard to “bowhunting” or “bowhunters.”
