SRD Proposals for 2011

There are several topics SRD want to discuss with the stakeholders of the Game Management Advisory Group.  The complete package will come in early April with formal discussion among the stakeholders Apr 28, 2010.  The three proposals that affect bowhunters/bowhunting have been forwarded to the ABA “early” and are: 

PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGE FOR 2011

FIXED DATE ARCHERY SEASONS – AB F&W, EDMONTON

CURRENT STRATEGY
Currently there are two primary starting dates for big game archery seasons in Alberta.  For WMUs which have general rifle season beginning on either September 17 or September 24, the archery seasons begin on August 25.  For WMUs which have general rifle seasons beginning on November 1, archery seasons begin on the first Wednesday following Labour Day.   Generally WMUs with seasons opening on rotating Wednesdays are located within the settled area of the province.  Start dates for these seasons can fluctuate annually from September 3 – 9 depending upon when Labour Day occurs.  

CONCERN

WMUs with archery seasons starting on the first Wednesday following Labour Day have a different start date each year.  Having a different start causes confusion from hunters and requires regulatory amendments annually.

INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE

A considerable amount of time is spent annually amending hunting season start dates.  Completions of annual regulation amendments are time sensitive and timelines are often hurried.  Annually changing season start dates also creates confusion amongst hunters in planning hunting trips. 

RECOMMENDED CHANGE

Have a fixed start date of September 1 for WMUs with a current archery season start date of the first Wednesday following Labour Day.  With this regulatory amendment annual amendments will no longer be required for these archery seasons.

ALLOW THE USE OF CROSS-BOWS DURING ARCHERY ONLY SEASONS – F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY

Wildlife Regulation: 105(2): A person shall not hunt big game with a legal cross-bow during an archery only season unless the person holds a cross-bow licence.

Under the Wildlife Regulation the use of cross-bows during an archery only season is prohibited, unless the hunter has obtained a cross-bow licence due to a physical limitation.  To hunt with a cross-bow during an archery only season individuals must obtain a cross-bow licence, bow hunting permit and additional licences as required. 

In Alberta there are archery-only seasons in WMUs 212, 248 and 410 which have been in place for a number of years.  They allow the use of traditional archery equipment such as longbows and recurve bows as well as compound bows.   In most WMUs and for most species there are also archery only seasons which precede general (rifle) seasons. The use of cross-bows for hunting was illegal except for mobility impaired hunters until 2002 when they were legalized for use during primitive weapon, rifle and bird game seasons.

2. CONCERN

Some individual stakeholders as well as key stakeholder groups have repeatedly requested that cross-bows be permitted during archery only seasons.  Proponents of cross-bows believe that this will enhance hunting opportunities and encourage new hunters. Allowing cross-bows in archery-only areas would likely translate to only a small increase in the number of hunters in the province, as interest would be greatest among existing rifle or cross-bow hunters looking for additional hunting opportunities.  However, there may be interest from youth and elderly hunters who do not have the physical capacity to draw a compound bow.

There are also important stakeholder groups that oppose allowing cross-bows during archery seasons.  If cross-bows are permitted during archery only seasons, significant changes to the allocation of licences and restrictions to archery only seasons would likely be implemented.  The effectiveness of cross-bows is very similar to modern compound archery equipment; however there would be an increase in the number of hunters participating in archery hunting.  While success rates would remain relatively constant overall harvest would increase.  Significant changes that would be considered include; putting moose and mule deer hunting under the authority of Special Licences in many WMUs and reducing rifle (general) allocations where required.
3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
Currently in Canada, cross-bows are permitted during archery only seasons in British Columbia, Northwest Territories, Ontario and Quebec as well as numerous jurisdictions in the United States of America (see Table 1 for cross-bow use in Canadian jurisdictions).  Additionally, some jurisdictions allow cross-bows during archery seasons for individuals of a certain age (i.e. over 50 years of age).  In jurisdictions that allow cross-bows, it has been found the hunter success rate is comparable to traditional bow hunters.  An increase in harvest would result from the increase in hunters using that season.  With an anticipated increase in harvest, allocations would need to be adjusted to reflect an increased harvest through archery equipment.  

4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

Allowing the use of cross-bows is undergoing consultation between Fish and Wildlife and major stakeholders.  Depending upon results of the consultation process there are four alternatives being considered, specifically;

I. Maintain the status quo and prohibit the use cross-bow during archery only seasons.  Cross-bows would continue to be allowed for individuals that have physical limitations as outlined in the Wildlife Regulation.

II. Allow the use of cross-bows during archery only seasons for individuals over 50 years of age.

III. Allow the use of cross-bows in archery only areas during current archery seasons.  This would include WMUs 212 and 248 that have defined archery only areas within the WMUs.

IV. Allow the use of legal cross-bows during archery only seasons.

Table 1.  Use of cross-bows in all Canadian jurisdictions across Canada.  Categories include; cross-bows permitted as archery equipment in archery only seasons, restricted use (i.e. allowed during primitive weapon seasons) and prohibited as hunting equipment.  Information presented reflects hunting regulations for the 2009 hunting season.

	
	Cross-bow Use

	Jurisdiction
	Archery
	Restricted
	Prohibited

	British Columbia
	X
	
	

	Alberta
	
	X
	

	Saskatchewan
	
	X
	

	Manitoba
	
	X
	

	Ontario
	X
	
	

	Quebec
	X
	
	

	Nova Scotia
	
	X
	

	New Brunswick
	
	
	X

	P.E. I
	
	
	X

	NFLD
	
	
	X

	Yukon
	
	
	X

	N.W.T
	X
	
	

	Nunavut
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	5
	4
	4


EXPAND MUZZLELOADING FIREARM SEASONS – F & W EDMONTON

1. CURRENT STRATEGY

Wildlife Act, Schedule Item 2- Items prohibited for hunting big game: (6): A muzzle-loading firearm of less than .44 calibre.

Under the Wildlife Act muzzle-loading firearms of less than .44 calibre are prohibited for hunting big game in Alberta.  Muzzle-loading firearms of .44 calibre and greater are permitted during all general (rifle) hunting seasons in Alberta.  In addition to hunting with muzzle-loading firearms during general seasons, there are numerous seasons which are classified as “primitive weapon” of which muzzle-loaders are permitted.  These seasons precede general rifle seasons and include Camp Wainwright and CWD Management areas.  WMUs 212 and 248 also have limited hunting seasons which allow “primitive weapons” including muzzle-loaders.  Saskatoon Mountain in WMU 357 has a dedicated primitive weapons area which permits muzzle loaders.

2. CONCERN

Some individual stakeholders as well as key stakeholder groups have repeatedly requested that seasons for muzzle loaders be created.  These seasons would precede general (rifle) seasons.  Creating additional muzzle-loader seasons prior to general seasons would provide additional opportunities for individuals to hunt with this particular type of weapon.

There is resistance amongst some stakeholder groups expand current muzzle-loader opportunities.  Additional opportunities for muzzle loader seasons would occur during the last two weeks of archery only seasons that currently exist.  While archery would still be permitted during these muzzle loader season it would no longer be an exclusive archery only season.

Ballistics from modern muzzle-loading firearms has improved dramatically greatly improving effectiveness and is viewed similarly to centre fire rifles.  Licence requirements for muzzle loader seasons would be the same as general (rifle) seasons.  Specifically, if a hunter currently requires a special licence to hunt big game in a particular season, the same special licence would be required to hunt during the muzzle loader season.  Hunter success would increase due to the extended seasons and allocations would need to be adjusted to reflect an anticipated overall increase in harvest.

3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
Stakeholders (i.e. Alberta Fish and Game Association and Hunting for Tomorrow) have asked for the implementation of muzzle-loading seasons as an additional hunting opportunity.  CFB Camp Wainwright runs a three day “primitive weapon” hunt prior to four three-day rifle hunts.   Information collected from Camp Wainwright supports that there is an increased level of interest in muzzle-loading firearm seasons.  Figure 1, shows the number of applicants that have been applying for the primitive weapon hunt from 1991 – 2009.  Interest has steadily increased during this period.  Information collected during this same time period also supports that the ballistics in muzzle-loading firearms has improved.  Figure 2, shows the number of deer harvested by hunters during this same time period has also increased.  This increase is most likely related to improved ballistics of muzzle-loading firearms.  

Alberta, like all other jurisdictions in Canada allows the use of muzzle-loading firearms during rifle seasons.  Table 1, outlines the use of dedicated muzzle-loading firearm seasons for the 2009 hunting season.   Seven jurisdiction have no dedicated seasons, three (including Alberta) have limited dedicated muzzle-loading firearm seasons and three jurisdictions have extensive dedicated seasons.  
4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

Creating additional muzzle-loading firearm seasons is undergoing consultation between Fish and Wildlife and major stakeholders.  Depending upon results of the consultation process there are three alternatives being considered, specifically;

V. Maintain the status quo and continue with limited muzzle-loading firearm seasons that currently exist.  

VI. Expand muzzle-loading firearm seasons to include a dedicated season.  This season would occur from October 16 – October 31 in all WMUs that currently have either an October 25 or November 1 start date for general rifle seasons.  Muzzle-loader seasons (October 16-31) would also be implemented for WMUs that have the current four-day prairie deer seasons.  Licences required to hunt during the dedicated muzzle-loading season would be the same as required for the general (rifle) season.  If a species requires a special licence to hunt during the rifle season, then this same licence would be required for the muzzle-loader season.

VII. Consider muzzle-loading firearms the same as centre fire rifle and limit the use to rifle seasons only.  This would eliminate the current muzzle-loader seasons that exist in eastern Alberta.

Table 1.  Extent of dedicated muzzle-loading firearm hunting seasons by provincial and territorial jurisdictions for the 2009 hunting season.  Jurisdictions were placed into subjective categories.  All jurisdictions allow the use of muzzle-loading firearms during rifle seasons.  

	
	Dedicated  Muzzle Loader Seasons

	Jurisdiction
	None
	Limited
	Extensive

	British Columbia
	X
	
	

	Alberta
	
	X
	

	Saskatchewan
	
	
	X

	Manitoba
	
	
	X

	Ontario
	
	X
	

	Quebec
	
	
	X

	Nova Scotia
	
	X
	

	New Brunswick
	X
	
	

	P.E. I
	X
	
	

	NFLD
	X
	
	

	Yukon
	X
	
	

	N.W.T
	X
	
	

	Nunavut
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	7
	3
	3
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Figure 1.  The number of applicants for Camp Wainwright primitive weapon hunting season; 1991 – 2009.  
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Figure 2.  The number of deer harvested per hunter during the Camp Wainwright primitive weapon hunting season; 1991 – 2009.

