PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGE FOR 2011
Black Bear Baiting Restrictions – F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY
Baiting for black bears is currently allowed in WMUs 320-324, 330-338, 348, 358-360, 500-507, 509, 510, 512-520, 522, 523, 526, 529-536, 539-542, and portions of WMUs 357, 521, 528 and 544.  Bait may be used during both the spring and fall hunting seasons.  Baits are used to attract bears to a hunter, who is usually hidden in a blind or tree stand.  Baiting allows careful evaluation of bears by the hunter prior to shooting and likely results in increased hunter success and higher selection for males. Hunters must post warning signs around black bear bait sites.
2. CONCERN
During 2009, 3 grizzly bears were been mistakenly killed by black bear hunters, including 1 that was taken over bait.  This represents a substantial portion (18%) of the total human-caused grizzly bear mortality in the province.  Over that past 10 years, 10 grizzly bears are known to have been accidentally killed by black bear hunters.  The presence of grizzly bears at black bear baits also creates a safety concern for both the hunter and for members of the public that may be in the area.  In 2009, a grizzly bear was shot in self defence after it is believed to have been frequenting a bait site in the area
3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
While baiting for black bears is not allowed in the majority of grizzly bear range, grizzly bears travel widely and are highly attracted to the food products used at black bear baits.  Grizzly bears are occasionally found in some of the WMUs where baiting for black bears is currently allowed.  Accidental killing of grizzly bears by black bear hunters is counterproductive to grizzly bear conservation efforts in Alberta, and fosters a negative image of hunting to the general public.

In addition, grizzly bears are very protective of food sources and will often defend them aggressively.  Hunters approaching a bait site that is being visited by grizzly bears risk personal injury or death, and may be forced to shoot the bear in self defense.  Non-hunters in the area of the bait site also risk a negative interaction with a grizzly bear, which could lead to death or injury to the person, death of the bear, and negative publicity of hunting and of black bear baiting in particular. 
4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

Depending upon results of the consultation process there are several alternatives being considered, specifically

1. Require that hunters immediately inform their local Fish and Wildlife Office when they detect a grizzly bear at a bait site, and be prohibited from hunting at the bait site for the remainder of that calendar year.  Fish and Wildlife will clean up the bait site and close the area to human access
2. Prohibit black bear baiting in additional WMUs or portions of WMUs where grizzly bears are known to occur
3. Allow black bear baiting only during the spring season

4. Require that all black bear hunters pass a bear identification test

5. Require that while hunting black bears,  all non-resident and non-resident alien hunters be directly accompanied by a guide or hunter host
