PROPOSED REGULATION & WILDIFE MANAGEMENT CHANGE FOR 2011

ALIGN BLUE, RUFFED, AND SPRUCE GROUSE SEASONS

– F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY

As does the ruffed/spruce grouse seasons, blue grouse seasons open on either September 1 or 15, and end November 30.
2. CONCERN

In an effort to simplify and reduce the size of complexity of the hunting regulations booklet, as well as maximize hunting opportunity, the game management unit is looking for ways to align seasons where there is conflicting management practices or minimal negative biological consequence.

3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE

In selected areas blue grouse have a 2-week delayed start.  It has not been demonstrated that there would be sufficient additional pressure in early September to detect a noticeable difference populations. Blue grouse are found in remote locations at high altitude relative to other grouse species.  As a result, few Alberta sportsmen have shot or even seen a blue grouse. It is anticipated that this regulation change will result in the harvest few additional birds.
This alignment would also increase the simplicity of the grouse hunting regulations minimizing potential for accidental hunting violations.
4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

1. Coordinate with ruffed and spruce grouse by aligning the blue grouse season across Alberta to start September 1 and finish as normal on November 30. 

2. Coordinate with ruffed and spruce grouse by aligning the blue grouse season across Alberta to start September 8 and finish as normal on November 30

3. Coordinate with ruffed and spruce grouse by aligning the blue grouse season across Alberta to start September 15 and finish as normal on November 30

