PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGE FOR 2011

SANDHILL CRANE HUNTING SEASON– DELTA WATERFOWL FOUNDATION
1. CURRENT STRATEGY
There is no season for sandhill cranes
2. CONCERN
SHC are harvested in all Central Flyway jurisdictions except Nebraska and Alberta. There is missed hunting opportunity without a SHC season in Alberta. 

3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE

Harvest of migratory game birds is targeted for a 50/50 ratio between Canada and the US.  Canadian harvest of Mid-Continent SHC from 2000-2005 was 35%. Alberta’s expected harvest will increase Canada’s relative harvest by <5%, resulting in harvest still well below international management targets. Mid-continent sandhill crane (SHC) populations are stable with a slight increasing trend since 1982.  
Alberta classifies the SHC nesting in the province as a ‘sensitive’.  However, Alberta’s status report recognizes while the nesting birds are considered ‘sensitive’, the SHC population is “doing very well with no concern about population status”.  Mid-continent SHC, which includes Alberta’s nesting birds, is increasing and are ‘not at risk’ in either Canada or North America.
Migration routes of RMP cranes typically occur west of the proposed Alberta SHC hunting area.  This will avoid harvest of RMP until they leave Alberta. Once outside Alberta, RMP combine with US RMP cranes and appear able to sustain harvest within the Central and Pacific flyways.
Saskatchewan has had a SHC season since 1964 despite common sightings of whooping cranes.  In 44 years, only 1 whooping crane has been shot (1998). This crane was injured but not killed by an aboriginal man outside of the SHC season. Within Alberta, 54 ‘probable’ sightings have occurred in the past 43 years. Of those, only 6 have been within that area and time frame proposed for a SHC season.  The risk of whooping crane mortality from hunters is exceedingly low.
Lastly, SHC are considered excellent table fare. There is significant anecdotal evidence from jurisdictions with existing seasons that SHC are highly sought after by hunters and preferred over many other game bird species such as white-fronted geese and mallards.

4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE
SHC seasons would be open during the waterfowl season in SE Alberta. 
