PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGE FOR 2011
CAPPING OF DRAW PRIORITIES FOR SPECIAL LICENCES – F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY

The current special licence draw system in Alberta is highly regarded as a fair system of selecting hunters for special licence hunting opportunities in Alberta.  There are some Special Licence Draw Codes (i.e. Trophy Sheep) where due to the volume of applicants and licences available, unless you were amongst the first group to apply, you have very little likelihood of ever being selected.  This situation prevents new hunters (i.e. youth) from ever having the opportunity to pursue certain special licences.  
2. CONCERN

Priority levels for special licence draw codes are becoming increasingly high and in some circumstances are statistically impossible for new hunters to ever have the opportunity to be successful in obtaining one of these special licences.  
The time required to get drawn for some special licences which limits new hunters from any realistic likelihood of ever being drawn is primarily an issue for trophy sheep draw codes.  However, there are certain species which have WMUs where the number of years to get drawn has increased to long wait times.  The difference is that there are many other WMUs available for these species where hunters if they choose can get drawn more frequently.
3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
While the number of hunters is staying relatively constant, the number of draw applicants is increasing. The primary reason for the increase in draw applications is the enhancement of the draw process through online applications.  Priority levels for special licences are likely to increase as the number of applications continues to rise.  
Table 1, illustrates the length of time it will take to draw all current applicants and allow new hunter the opportunity to be drawn for specific Trophy Sheep Draw Codes.  Table 2, illustrates the percent chance of getting drawn for a particular species by three priority levels; 6, 8 and 10.  By priority 10 almost all applicants are being drawn with the exception of a small number of WMUs for antlered moose and elk and non-trophy sheep
Table 1.  The number of years it will take the current number of applicants to be drawn in specific Trophy Sheep Draw codes.  The length of time illustrates how the number of years it will take for a new hunter to have the opportunity to hunt under the authority of these special licences. Data is from the 2009 hunting draw applications.

[image: image1]
Table 2.  The percentage of special licences which are drawn by priority level 6, 8 and 10 for the common Special Licence types.  Data is from the 2009 hunting draw applications.
[image: image2.emf]   % Drawn by Priority Level   Species  6  8  10   Antlered Mule Deer  100  100  100   Antlerless Mule Deer  100  100  100   Antlered Elk  75  94  100   Antlerless Elk  98  100  100   Cypress Hi lls Elk  19  85  100   WMU 300 Elk  97  100  100   Antlered Moose  95  98  99   Antlerless Moose  98  99  99   Non - trophy Sheep  93  97  99   Trophy Antelope  68  100  100   Non - trophy Antelope  100  100  100   Antelope Archery  100  100  100        Average  86.92  97.75  99.75    


4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

Making changes to the draw system, specifically regarding capping priority levels is undergoing consultation between Fish and Wildlife and major stakeholders.  There are significant issues pertaining to a number of Draw Codes that prevent new hunters from ever having an opportunity to obtain one of these special licences.  Depending upon results of the consultation process there are two alternatives currently being considered, specifically;

I. Placing a cap on priorities for all Special Licence Draw Codes.  Once applicants reach the priority cap level, they would enter into a “super pool” and Draw Codes that have reached this particular level will randomly draw applicants from the “super pool”.
II. Place a cap on priorities for Trophy Sheep Draw Codes only.  Once applicants reach a specified draw priority they will enter a “super pool”.  Applicants will be randomly drawn from this “supper pool” once the Draw Code reaches this level.
 





Draw Code





 





WMU





 





Y





ears





 t





o 





g





et through





 





c





urrent 





a





pplicants





 





30





 





410





 





39





 





31





 





NR Canadian





 





150





 





34





 





437





 





236





 





36





 





408





 





106





 





37





 





444/446





 





310





 





.





 








