PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGE FOR 2011
Cougar Management – F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY
In Alberta, cougars are managed following the guidelines outlined in the Management Plan for Cougars in Alberta, adopted in 1992.  The majority of cougar range in the province is divided into Cougar Management Areas (CMAs), which range in size from 1 to 12 Wildlife Management Units (WMUs).  Cougar hunting occurs during a 3-month season from December – February.  Hunters must register cougars at a Fish and Wildlife office within one business day following the kill.  For resident hunters, the hunting season in each CMA closes when a pre-determined number of male and/or female cougars have been harvested.  The season for one sex closes independent of the number of cougars that have been harvested of the opposite sex.  Quotas are based on historic population estimates and trends in cougar numbers.  

2. CONCERN
Current CMA boundaries were developed when cougars were at much lower densities, and in some cases are too large to effectively set hunting quotas and ensure an even distribution of the harvest.  Some WMUs with the current CMAs may be overharvested, while others are underharvested.  In addition, cougars are now present in some areas where hunting with hounds is difficult due to an abundance of private land.  Current regulations and season dates may not allow harvest objectives to be reached in some of these areas.  

3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
Since the Cougar Management Plan was finalized in 1992, cougar distribution in Alberta has expanded to the north and east, cougar density in west-central Alberta is approximately 4 times higher than estimated in the management plan, phone calls and complaints by the public about cougars have increased 10-fold, and resident hunting license sales have tripled. Cougars now well established in some WMUs where no cougar hunting season exists.  Several jurisdictions in the United States have successfully used fall, non-hound seasons to help meet cougar harvest objectives.  

4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE
Updating cougar harvest strategies to reflect recent changes in cougar distribution and abundance could be achieved with a combination of 2 changes:
1. Re-align CMA boundaries to reflect population increases in northern and north-eastern Alberta.  This would result in a shift towards a larger number of CMAs that are smaller in size.  Some new WMUs would be added to the CMA system, providing additional hunting opportunities.

2. Create a fall, non-hound season for cougars in some areas of the province.  This season would coincide with the fall ungulate hunting seasons and would require a separate, ‘fall’ cougar license.  Hunters that harvest a cougar under the authority of this license could still hunt a second cougar under the authority of the current ‘winter’ license.
