PROPOSED REGULATION & WILDIFE MANAGEMENT CHANGE FOR 2011
ELIMINATION OF WMU 300 AND CYPRESS HILLS DRAW CODES and CREATION OF AN EITEHR SEX ELK DRAW CODE – F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY

Currently there are separate special licence draw codes for elk hunting seasons in WMU 300 and for Cypress Hills.  Elk in WMU 300 are hunted under the authority of the WMU 300 Elk Special Licence (Draw Code 21).  Elk in WMU 300 are hunted during three different seasons and applicants can apply to hunt during one of the seasons for either antlerless elk or 3-point or better antlered elk.  
Elk in Cypress Hills Provincial Park and surrounding WMUs (116, 118 and 119) are hunted under the authority or the Cypress Hills Elk Special Licence (Draw Code 20).  They are hunted during four seasons which occur in Cypress Hills Provincial Park and surrounding WMUs and one season which occurs in surrounding WMUs and not in the park itself.  Hunters with a Cypress Hills elk special licence are authorized to hunt either an antlered or antlerless elk.

2. CONCERN

Stakeholders have consistently expressed the desire to streamline and simplify the annual Hunting Guide and Draw Book which support the Wildlife Act and Regulation.  WMU 300 elk could be hunted under the authority of either Antlered (Draw Code 18) or Antlerless Elk (Draw Code19) Special Licences without affecting management of this elk population.  

Hunting either sex elk in Alberta under the authority of Special Licences is currently only done for Cypress Hills elk.  There is a strong likelihood of increased areas where hunting either sex elk will occur.  Therefore, there is a need to create a new Special Licence and accompanying draw code.  With the creation of a new Special Licence Draw Code, Cypress Hill elk could be hunted under this new Special Licence and there would be no need for a separate draw code.  Therefore, it is feasible to reduce complexity of the Alberta Hunting Guide and Special Licence Draw process by eliminating two Special Licence Draw Codes while creating one new draw code.  

There has also been concern expressed from stakeholders regarding the restriction to apply under only one Elk Special Licence Draw Code a year.  This concern is heightened for the Cypress Hills elk hunt due to the nature of the hunt where seasons and permits fluctuate due to management concerns.  Some stakeholders have expressed the desire move out of the Cypress Hills Draw Code but are reluctant because they would loose existing priority when applying under a new Draw Code. 

3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
Cypress Hills elk hunting licences and seasons currently allow hunters to harvest either an antlerless or antlered elk.  Allowing hunters to harvest either sex increases harvest and is beneficial to hunters especially during seasons which are relatively short in length.  There is a high likelihood of additional WMUs going to either sex hunting licences for elk.  In order to prevent additional WMU(s) specific Special Licences being created, an either sex Special Licence will be created.
WMU 300 elk seasons and Special Licences are for either antlered or antlerless elk.  WMU 300 elk hunting can be effectively managed using existing Special Licences for elk (Draw Codes 18 and 19) and will allow hunters flexibility to apply in additional WMUs if they desire.  
4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

Making changes to the WMU 300 and Cypress Hills Elk Special Licences and Draws is undergoing consultation between Fish and Wildlife and major stakeholders.  Depending upon results of the consultation process the following options are currently being considered, specifically;
I. Create a new Special Licence Draw Code for either sex elk.
II. Eliminate the Cypress Hills Special Licence (Draw Code 20).  Provide the opportunity for individuals with current priority in this draw code to choose which elk draw code (Draw Code 18, 19 or new Either Sex draw code) to move their current priority into.  Individuals with current priority in Cypress Hills would be the only applicants with priority in the new Either Sex Draw Code; therefore they would not loose their relative priority ranking to hunt in Cypress Hills under the new draw code.
III. Eliminate the WMU 300 Elk Special Licence (Draw Code 21).  Hunters with priority in Draw Code 21 will be given the choice to transfer their current priority into either Draw Code 18 or 19.  
