PROPOSED WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT CHANGE FOR 2011
FIXED DATE ARCHERY SEASONS – AB F&W, EDMONTON
CURRENT STRATEGY
Currently there are two primary starting dates for big game archery seasons in Alberta.  For WMUs which have general rifle season beginning on either September 17 or September 24, the archery seasons begin on August 25.  For WMUs which have general rifle seasons beginning on November 1, archery seasons begin on the first Wednesday following Labour Day.   Generally WMUs with seasons opening on rotating Wednesdays are located within the settled area of the province.  Start dates for these seasons can fluctuate annually from September 3 – 9 depending upon when Labour Day occurs.  
CONCERN
WMUs with archery seasons starting on the first Wednesday following Labour Day have a different start date each year.  Having a different start causes confusion from hunters and requires regulatory amendments annually.
INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
A considerable amount of time is spent annually amending hunting season start dates.  Completions of annual regulation amendments are time sensitive and timelines are often hurried.  Annually changing season start dates also creates confusion amongst hunters in planning hunting trips. 
RECOMMENDED CHANGE
Have a fixed start date of September 1 for WMUs with a current archery season start date of the first Wednesday following Labour Day.  With this regulatory amendment annual amendments will no longer be required for these archery seasons.






