PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGE FOR 2011

AGE REQUIREMENTS FOR BEGINNING HUNTERS–DELTA WATERFOWL FOUNDATION 

1. CURRENT STRATEGY
At present time the minimum age that a person can hunt is 12 years for both small game and big game.

2. CONCERN
There has been a decline in the numbers of hunters across Alberta for the past couple of decades. Youth have many alternative activities that they are involved from an early age and they compete with hunting for their attention and time. Youth of any age can discharge a firearm under the supervision of their parents or guardian, however they cannot shoot obtain a licence to pursue game. This doesn’t make sense. 

3. INFO TO SUPPORT CHANGE
There is a major push in the United States right now through the Families Afield program (www.familiesafield.org ) to eliminate age restrictions for youth. In fact there are 30 states in which hunting is open to any aged youth under supervision of an adult, either outright, or through an apprentice program. In British Columbia the starting age for youth is 10, the youngest of any province. Research clearly shows that states with less age restrictions are recruiting more youths into hunting than states with age requirements.

One of the first objections you will hear to a reduced starting age is safety. Families Afield has taken a close look at safety and has found that youth hunters and their mentors are extremely safety conscious, with injury rates of 1 in 100,000 participants, a rate consistent with that found in golf.

4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

There are three possible recommended changes for the age requirements for youth hunters.
A. Eliminate the age requirement. This would put the onus on parents or guardians to determine the age in which their kids could start hunting.
B. Establish an apprentice program where people of any age can try hunting (with a mentor) prior to taking a hunter safety course.
C. Reduce the minimum age for youth to begin hunting to 10.    

