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Management Objectives

The mule deer population will be
managed to:

¢ Provide recreational hunting
OpPpPertunIties

» OpportunIty fer wWidespread nen-
consUumptive enjeymen

¢ OppertunIty, ier Allertans te Benelit
frem guiding Ren=resident mule: deer
RURGERS



Management Objectives

The Eish and Wildlife Policy (1982)
established a general goal of

maintaining the current population of
mule deer

Currently
¢ Viaintainr RURWNG epReRtURILY,
9 Viinimizer agrcuitiralidamage



Management Objectives

The Eish and Wildlife Policy (1982)
Management priorities

» Conservation

» AbeKHginal uUse

¢ Recreational iuRing
» Nep-residenit huRting



Provincial MUDE Estimate
1965- 2010

1965 1970 1974 1980 1986 1990 1996 2000 2004 2010

Year




Population
Est. vs Goal
2010 Pre-
AURLING
Season

2010 Provincial Population
vs Goal

e 2010 Pop est. 179,000
e 2010 Pop goal 161,000



Population Parameters
Buck:Doe:Fawn

Data Frem 2009 Aerial Ungulate
SuUrveys;

— 13 WMUSs where sex/age sur/eys Were
completed

— Average Ratio:
25:100:41

— Range (Bucks): 13-35
—Ranger (Fawns)Erddh—65



Antlered Mule Deer Harvest

» /% harvest for stable population

» Equals 25% of antlered deer
population

¢ Pepulations generally
UnRderestimatead



Mule Deer Harvest:;

2008 - 2010

2008
— 7,454 Antlered MUDE (4.0%)
— 14,691 Antlerless MUDE

20)0)S)
— 8,587 Antlered MUDE (4.6%)
— 7,866 Antlerless MUDE

2010
— 8}, 6/ 6 Antiered VIUIDE (472%)
— 8,062 Antlerless VIUIDE



Draw Priority
Antlered Mule Deer

2009 Hunting Draw Statistics

Priority
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[ Kilometers




% Archery Harvest

Mule Deer Bucks

[ ]|NoData
[ 6-14
->15

Estimated
Archery
Harvest
Antlered

Miule: Deer -
2010




Population health

» High population can affect range
condition.

» Female’s ability te produce healthy.
fawns IS affected by nuitrition.

¢ Fawns produced by peory neukshed
dees) have: lewer birthr Welghts.



Population health

& Deer on poor guality range will weigh
less than these on good range.

¢ Bucks willf reguire an additienal year
O PO range to produce antiers
eguivalent te thhese deer of the same
dge 0n geod range.:

9 Viany: BUCKS Gnl PO FaRGE NEVEN
develop trophy. racks.



Chronic Wasting Disease
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Chronig Wagting Digeaze in Wild Deer

in Alberta since September 2005
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For details on CWD Positive Gaaps sep:
htip:tiweanw. srd. alberls sa'BioDive rsifyStevwardship’

WildlifeDizeasesiChronicWasting Disoas e/ CWIL pdartos
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Gavernment of Alberta m

Finht aml Walillile Misisian

long term effects on
mule deer populations?

94 cases in Alberta
85 (90%) mule deer
63 (75%) male.

Average age 5.5 yrs

Population decline occurs
when prevalence
reaches 30 to 40 %



Discussion
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