PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGE FOR 2011
EXPAND MUZZLELOADING FIREARM SEASONS – F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY

Wildlife Act, Schedule Item 2- Items prohibited for hunting big game: (6): A muzzle-loading firearm of less than .44 calibre.

Under the Wildlife Act muzzle-loading firearms of less than .44 calibre are prohibited for hunting big game in Alberta.  Muzzle-loading firearms of .44 calibre and greater are permitted during all general (rifle) hunting seasons in Alberta.  In addition to hunting with muzzle-loading firearms during general seasons, there are numerous seasons which are classified as “primitive weapon” of which muzzle-loaders are permitted.  These seasons precede general rifle seasons and include Camp Wainwright and CWD Management areas.  WMUs 212 and 248 also have limited hunting seasons which allow “primitive weapons” including muzzle-loaders.  Saskatoon Mountain in WMU 357 has a dedicated primitive weapons area which permits muzzle loaders.
2. CONCERN

Some individual stakeholders as well as key stakeholder groups have repeatedly requested that seasons for muzzle loaders be created.  These seasons would precede general (rifle) seasons.  Creating additional muzzle-loader seasons prior to general seasons would provide additional opportunities for individuals to hunt with this particular type of weapon.
There is resistance amongst some stakeholder groups expand current muzzle-loader opportunities.  Additional opportunities for muzzle loader seasons would occur during the last two weeks of archery only seasons that currently exist.  While archery would still be permitted during these muzzle loader season it would no longer be an exclusive archery only season.

Ballistics from modern muzzle-loading firearms has improved dramatically greatly improving effectiveness and is viewed similarly to centre fire rifles.  Licence requirements for muzzle loader seasons would be the same as general (rifle) seasons.  Specifically, if a hunter currently requires a special licence to hunt big game in a particular season, the same special licence would be required to hunt during the muzzle loader season.  Hunter success would increase due to the extended seasons and allocations would need to be adjusted to reflect an anticipated overall increase in harvest.
3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
Stakeholders (i.e. Alberta Fish and Game Association and Hunting for Tomorrow) have asked for the implementation of muzzle-loading seasons as an additional hunting opportunity.  CFB Camp Wainwright runs a three day “primitive weapon” hunt prior to four three-day rifle hunts.   Information collected from Camp Wainwright supports that there is an increased level of interest in muzzle-loading firearm seasons.  Figure 1, shows the number of applicants that have been applying for the primitive weapon hunt from 1991 – 2009.  Interest has steadily increased during this period.  Information collected during this same time period also supports that the ballistics in muzzle-loading firearms has improved.  Figure 2, shows the number of deer harvested by hunters during this same time period has also increased.  This increase is most likely related to improved ballistics of muzzle-loading firearms.  

Alberta, like all other jurisdictions in Canada allows the use of muzzle-loading firearms during rifle seasons.  Table 1, outlines the use of dedicated muzzle-loading firearm seasons for the 2009 hunting season.   Seven jurisdiction have no dedicated seasons, three (including Alberta) have limited dedicated muzzle-loading firearm seasons and three jurisdictions have extensive dedicated seasons.  
4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

Creating additional muzzle-loading firearm seasons is undergoing consultation between Fish and Wildlife and major stakeholders.  Depending upon results of the consultation process there are three alternatives being considered, specifically;
I. Maintain the status quo and continue with limited muzzle-loading firearm seasons that currently exist.  
II. Expand muzzle-loading firearm seasons to include a dedicated season.  This season would occur from October 16 – October 31 in all WMUs that currently have either an October 25 or November 1 start date for general rifle seasons.  Muzzle-loader seasons (October 16-31) would also be implemented for WMUs that have the current four-day prairie deer seasons.  Licences required to hunt during the dedicated muzzle-loading season would be the same as required for the general (rifle) season.  If a species requires a special licence to hunt during the rifle season, then this same licence would be required for the muzzle-loader season.
III. Consider muzzle-loading firearms the same as centre fire rifle and limit the use to rifle seasons only.  This would eliminate the current muzzle-loader seasons that exist in eastern Alberta.
Table 1.  Extent of dedicated muzzle-loading firearm hunting seasons by provincial and territorial jurisdictions for the 2009 hunting season.  Jurisdictions were placed into subjective categories.  All jurisdictions allow the use of muzzle-loading firearms during rifle seasons.  
	
	Dedicated  Muzzle Loader Seasons

	Jurisdiction
	None
	Limited
	Extensive

	British Columbia
	X
	
	

	Alberta
	
	X
	

	Saskatchewan
	
	
	X

	Manitoba
	
	
	X

	Ontario
	
	X
	

	Quebec
	
	
	X

	Nova Scotia
	
	X
	

	New Brunswick
	X
	
	

	P.E. I
	X
	
	

	NFLD
	X
	
	

	Yukon
	X
	
	

	N.W.T
	X
	
	

	Nunavut
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	7
	3
	3
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Figure 1.  The number of applicants for Camp Wainwright primitive weapon hunting season; 1991 – 2009.  
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Figure 2.  The number of deer harvested per hunter during the Camp Wainwright primitive weapon hunting season; 1991 – 2009.
