PROPOSED REGULATION & WILDIFE MANAGEMENT CHANGE FOR 2011

INCREASE NORTHERN PTARMIGAN HUNTING OPPORTUNITY

– F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY
Current seasons closes December 15 in the north. 

2. CONCERN
Willow ptarmigan demonstrate a movement south in winter into the boreal WMUs. Hunting opportunities are unavailable to residents as ptarmigan are not accessible generally until after the season closes. Many resident hunters have expressed an interest in harvest opportunities that an extended season would offer.

3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
Limited population information is available on willow ptarmigan. Local abundance, based on winter observations by the local bird club and Fort McMurray residents and hunters suggests an increasing population

4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE
1. It is recommended that a longer season be established for ptarmigan in 500 series WMU’s.  The season length start on September 1 and be extended until January 15th.  

2. It is recommended that a longer season be established for ptarmigan in 500 series WMU’s.  The season length start on September 8 and be extended until January 15th.  

3. It is recommended that a longer season be established for ptarmigan in 500 series WMU’s.  The season length start on September 15 and be extended until January 15th.  

