PROPOSED REGULATION & WILDIFE MANAGEMENT CHANGE FOR 2011

ALIGN RUFFED AND SPRUCE GROUSE SEASONS AND LIMITS
– F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY

The ruffed/spruce (forest) grouse season opens on September 15 over much of southern Alberta and on September 1 in Northern Alberta. The daily bag limit is 10 each ruffed and spruce grouse 
2. CONCERN

In an effort to simplify regulations, reduce complexity of the hunting regulations booklet, and maximize hunting opportunity, the game management unit is looking for ways to align seasons where there is conflicting management practices or minimal negative biological consequence.

Anecdotal evidence of weak population booms, especially with spruce grouse that occupy deep forest cover as a prefer habitat provides evidence that these species may be overharvested in selected areas.
3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE

In selected areas forest grouse have a 2-week delayed start.  It has not been demonstrated that there would be sufficient additional pressure in early September to detect a noticeable difference in grouse population. During this early period, trees are still leafed which limits hunters to hunting “edge”. Because of this the probability that family groups will be wiped out would be mitigated by the access of foliage to escaping birds, and hunters would be less likely to pursue off trails. This alignment would also increase the simplicity of the grouse hunting regulations 

Edge effect and compensatory hunting mortality has been the justification for liberal bag limits of these species. The fragmentation of ruffed and spruce grouse habitat over much of its range in Alberta, in addition to the widespread use of ATV’s has increase the edge  and therefore access by orders of magnitude.  Edge effect has been increase significantly.  With a lack of population data, our only tool to guard against significant overharvest on a fragmented landscape is to reduce bag limits at a time when they are vulnerable (moderate to high populations, high visibility) 
4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

1. Align the forest grouse season across Alberta to start September 1 and finish as normal on November 30, and reduce the daily bag and possession limits from 10 daily to 5 daily. 
2. Align the forest grouse season across Alberta to start September 8 and finish as normal on November 30, and reduce the daily bag and possession limits from 10 daily to 5 daily. 

3. Align the forest grouse season across Alberta to start September 15 and finish as normal on November 30, and reduce the daily bag and possession limits from 10 daily to 5 daily. 

