SRD Game Mgt Advisory Group Apr 28 2010 meeting
2011 Proposals

9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Present:

SRD (Jim Allen (Manager), Nate Webb (Carnivore), Rob Corrigan (Big Game), Jason Caswell (Game Bird))

ABA (Brent Watson - president)

AFGA (Doug Butler – Hunting Chairman)

APOS (Glenn Brown)

Wild Sheep Foundation (Pat Long)

Alberta Beef producers (Rick McKnight)

Alberta Municipal Districts & Counties (Dwight Oliver)
Delta Waterfowl Foundation (Jim)
Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife Society
Alberta Parks (Doug Bowes & Cal McLeod)

Absent:

HFT (Kelly Semple)

DU Canada

Pheasants Forever


Prior to the meeting, I had done some “appearances” just to see what others were thinking to go along with the survey we have been doing.  Talked to bunch of archery shops across the province, clubs, individuals, was at Calgary club Saturday, Red Deer Sunday, Sherwood Park Archery Lanes and Trophy Book Tuesday.  I know many of us have been doing the same in their area, at their club. We do indeed have the support of the Alberta bowhunter. Makes this much easier to do.

I think the meeting went fairly well.  A bunch of extra discussion points were added to original agenda as groups were asked to submit things they wanted discussed.  Many of us felt it was too many, took too much time, left little time to get feedback from our groups and debate/discuss the bigger issues, the original issues properly.  I mentioned we should reduce them in the future to the bigger items, limit each group to one or two.  We also thought that each group should also have another member present at future meetings just as an observer in case the primary contact cannot make a meeting, at least the other person would be up to speed on the issues.

I’ll leave the ones we (ABA) dealt with and concerned bowhunters till the end and just give some points on some of the others we discussed.

1) AFGA rep Doug Butler raised the issue of allowing muzzleloaders, shotguns in Parkland County.  SRD advised that it is a “county” issue with their “no discharge of firearms” bylaw.  I spoke about the past efforts to allow them, the concern for safety and it was landowners and locals who defeated the motion.  Will give some local bhtrs/landowners the heads up as AFGA will pursue this further.
2) Sheep hunting issues – we discussed all of them at length and Pat Long of the Wild Sheep Foundation suggested that the issues are fairly complicated and need more discussion (especially the wait period and combining all sheep draws into one).  They will host a meeting this August and will invite interested groups (us included) and SRD to go over “sheep” issues.  Meeting likely in Red Deer and I said we would try and have a rep there (2 maybe).  Anyone interested?  We did agree that it would be a good idea to have the 438 draw become a once in a lifetime draw and to increase the tags available in each of the 3 time slots for the 438 draw to 5 licenses each.  The population can easily sustain this increase. Discussion of the proposal to limit sale of sheep capes to one in a lifetime (like sheep horns).
3) Bear baiting closures – is being watched very closely and is felt that if even one grizzly is lost, the fallout with the public could seriously hamper any efforts to have a grizzly hunt. In the last 10 years, 10 grizzlies have been accidentally shot by black bear hunters.  A potion of WMU 526 (northern area) will be closed in 2011.  Others may follow suit. Some alternatives being considered to mitigate accidental encounters are to have hunters report grizzly activity at their baits and to close them down right away, allow only spring baiting, pass a bear identification course (be online), have all NRAs directly accompanied by a guide/host. ALL of us realize that grizzly numbers are not being portrayed accurately but that is part of the game we are playing. Minister has yet to declare them threatened.

4) Cougar management – being looked at and may be totally revamped.  “Foot” license being seriously considered, create new zones.  ALL agreed with this effort.

5) Lots of bird game stuff but condensed version is to align season dates for all the species, reduce daily limits for some and increase to a 3 day possession limit.  Starting a turkey management plan.  Maybe have a sandhill crane season but pressure from naturalists is hampering that.  Many other areas have the season and they are great eating bird.

6) Eliminating age requirement – lots of discussion but I and some others said that it is a great idea.  We need to start kids as young as possible in order to keep them in the outdoor arena. Current requirements for getting a license would still apply.
7) Capping of priorities – lots of discussion.  NEEDS to have something happen and some people will be ticked off but we need to fix it.  Capping at level 6 and then higher ones go into a super pool lottery draw. I suggested we give a % of available tags to the priority levels and a % to a lottery.  You decide where you put in and take your chances.  Is a tough one and more discussion needed.
8) Other items brought up, discussed very briefly and/or deferred to the group meeting directly with SRD were:  access to grazing leases should be the same for outfitters as residents, wolf sterilization program that was ended, re-instatement of grizzly hunt, use of dogs off leash in Wildland Parks, re-instate CWD quota hunt/tags, remove current OHV use restrictions (SRD will check results with their people on a test area in Edson last year).
9) Elk management – Elimination of WMU 300 and Cypress Hills draw codes and create an “either sex” draw code.  Would help in achieving harvest goals in these areas.  Could be expanded to other areas (Wainwright, Suffield, etc) if necessary.  All agreed it would be a good idea.  For 2010, SRD are establishing 3 antlerless elk seasons that would start in mid Sept and run though into mid January.  Each season would have its own number of tags.  Hopefully harvest will increase.

10) Align start dates for archery to Sept 1 (in those areas that now start on Wed after Sept long weekend).  No opposition other than Parks who suggest in a few areas that have high recreational user rates (Canmore was an example) that we may want to leave as is.  I said that bhtrs have a much higher acceptance level among the average public, they are intrigued with us and our weapon and this may not be an issue (and if it is maybe the hikers and bikers need to accept us as part of the landscape along with them).  High likelihood it will go thru – with a few exceptions maybe.  Some talk about making it Aug 25 across the province but again, user conflict was raised as an issue.  I said it was always a perceived issue but in areas with the Aug 25 date there have been no issues.  Maybe we shld try it and if it does create an issue adjust things then.  ABA SURVEY RESULTS ---   for  474   against  26

9)  Allow the use of crossbows in archery seasons – The debate was mostly between myself and Doug Butler (provincial hunting chairman of AFGA).  I presented our case first and points were: We did a survey to find out exactly what “bowhunters” thought of these important issues.  The participants were given all the info from SRD, many were not ABA members. Crossbows are not bows.  Differences in the weapon and how it is used sets them apart. Who is driving this issue?  Is NOT the bhtg community but other users, manufacturers, dealers.  If SRD wants to increase a harvest and bhtrs are not meeting these goals (212 a prime example) ACCESS is a key.  I presented the maps Brian did up inventorying 212 for access and passed out his brief.  Definitely made our point.  I said we would facilitate a meeting with local 212 biologist, a few landowners, bowhunters to review the issues there and try and come up with a solution but ACCESS is the limiting factor.  The creation of a prov park and a conservancy area also lost acreage for 212 bhtrs to do their job.  Crossbows would not create any “net” new opportunity as it would be rifle hunters buying one to use in this new season for them but would be a LOSS of opportunity to bhtrs.  A rise in our numbers and/or harvest rate would put us on a draw.  We are already on the bubble with some species in some areas with just conventional bhtrs. Issue of bowhunters going on a draw doesn't seem to be a big concern with AFGA but if general hunters go on a draw, that is not good (??).  Doug had mentioned this several times when discussing sheep issues but when I countered with us having draws implemented in the past and most certainly would happen in the future (and we are on the bubble right now for some species in some areas), that seemed ok (??). Explained our 15% harvest limits.  As a bowhunter we would LOSE big time.  “Only so much pie” example used.  Suggested if crossbows increased our numbers and harvest rate then we need more pie (and it would have to come from general hunter’s share – we just don’t bake more pie) – not likely to happen I am thinking.  I was emailed an article in Vermillion paper that talked about new changes and crossbows in the archery seasons was one of them – SRD had no knowledge of where that came from. I said it is all over web forums etc too and is worrisome.  Crossbows be devastating on antelope.  Crossbow sales have overtaken conventional bow sales and impacted the true sport of archery (gave examples in Ontario).  Advances in conventional bows and adaptations in accessories makes it very easy for handicapped users to use bows instead of crossbows.
  Doug then spoke and outlined what he has been hearing on the issue and comments being made at various meetings, at their convention etc.  Bhtrs are getting the cream of the crop, have had it too good for too long and is time to share, are selfish in not sharing.  AFGA is all about new opportunity and crossbows would do that.  I sat and listened for a bit and then decided enough was enough.  I countered everything Doug said with factual info from other provinces and states as to what has happened when they have been allowed.  That the push for new opportunity has to be thought out and when there is a LOSS for another group, maybe things have to be thought out differently.  If they are so focused on new opportunity, maybe we should look at allowing night hunting – be lots of new opportunity there.  We get the “cream” because we have a low success rate, are more acceptable as a tool in high people density areas.  There is absolutely NOTHING stopping anyone from joining our ranks and getting some of this cream.  
I did get a bit riled and it may have shown as I was told later that I presented our case well and with “passion”.  Is good I guess.  Anyway, I think everyone was impressed with how we presented things, that we did a survey.  I likely forgot some of the points we discussed as well.  In subsequent email discussions with Doug, I asked if AFGA has an official position on this crossbow issue, that if not they need one and need one based on sound information (like ours), need to look at the LOSS of opportunity for bhtrs, etc.  He said AFGA does not have an official position but going on the input of their clubs and individuals.  He will pass all this info on to his exec.
ABA SURVEY RESULTS   for  20

against  496

11) Muzzleloader season – lots of discussion.  Again I quoted the survey results. Most of the ones in favor were in favor ONLY if it did not impact current archery seasons and did not include the new inlines.  This season would be in the last 2 weeks of those archery seasons that go to end of October. Bhtrs can still use a general tag – muzzleloaders would need the appropriate draw. Doug made the comment that we need to share and that bowhunters get 2 months and if they can’t get anything in 2 months, too bad. I said I could understand that so using that math, in the NW region we only get 3 weeks of archery and the general season is 10 weeks, if a gun hunter can’t get anything in 10 weeks too bad.  We need to shorten that up to 6 weeks and give us bowhunters 6 weeks too.  I also said we are given more time because bhtg is HARDER, our success rate is lower as well.  There are REASONS we have what we have – just didn’t fall from the sky.  Also suggested that there is much more support for a primitive weapon season than just a muzzleloader season.  SRD is NOT going to define a muzzleloader.
             ABA SURVEY RESULTS   for 73               against   428 

In summary, very good process if we can limit it to the big issues, have more time to look them over and get proper feedback.  We were the most prepared of anyone there but we did have more time and we focused on the ones that affect bowhunting the most.  We did our homework.  SRD appreciated the fact that we did indeed get good feedback, that we collected the info and did not send each individual directly to them.  It also gives us as an association, an indication of what bowhunters are thinking and how many are getting involved.  
It is imperative that we keep this up – at our next meeting in early December SRD will tell us what is going to happen in 2011 on these issues.  As much as anything, it is up to us to inform and educate others as to the issues (especially the crossbow one) as there is so much misinformation out there – even at the exec level of other organizations.  We need to get to the grassroots members and get them the information, how this would affect bowhunting and affect it FOREVER.

We have collected 516 surveys that I delivered to them on Wednesday. I have gotten another 30ish since.  I have set up an email list of everyone who had an email address when they sent in a survey (326) and will be sending them this report on what happened.  We will post it on the website as well.  I will also be asking these people to JOIN us as many are not members.  I will also be asking them to get 2 more people to fill out a questionnaire – that would get us another 1000.  We will send a mass email out to Mike’s ABA membership list too, have an update in the next newsletter, spread the word at every 3D shoot we can, to all the archery shops, at the WILD TV HUNT FEST in August.  
We can’t sit still on this – we made a good impression, made a good case.  BUT you never know.  We have 7 MONTHS before the final decision is given.  We can rest after that (maybe).
Brent Watson

2010 ABA President

