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(Brent Watson)
As many of you know (or should know) SRD has put out some ideas for discussion (through the Alberta Game Management Advisory Group) and is requesting feedback, on some issues that may affect regulation changes in 2011.  AGMAG is made up of SRD and stakeholders (ABA , AFGA, APOS, Wild Sheep Foundation, Alberta Beef Producers, Alberta Municipal Districts & Counties, Delta Waterfowl Foundation, Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife Society, Alberta Parks, Hunting For Tomorrow , DU Canada, Pheasants Forever).  We meet twice a year to debate these (and future) issues.  It enables us as stakeholders to see how each group thinks on the issues, we can defend our positions immediately, get needed information from SRD, etc.  Communication is the key to many such processes and this one is no different.
Three of the proposals (standard start date for the archery season, crossbows in the archery season and a muzzleloader season) have HUGE ramifications for bowhunting and as president, as an executive we have keyed on these to get as much feedback from bowhunters as possible.  We put together a survey asking for your thoughts on these issues.  We have tried to spread the word – starting at the March banquet, then on the ABA forum on Bowzone, in our last newsletter, at archery shops across the province, in as many 3D shoots as we could get to, to all our affiliated clubs, to our ABA member email list, many surveys were  hand delivered to people.
To date, I have delivered approximately 610 surveys to senior SRD people in Edmonton – the ones who will make the final decision and present them at our next AGMAG meeting in December.  Initially I was very impressed with how things were going – I was getting LOTS of surveys but that has dwindled to just a trickle.  Half of the surveys were sent in by non-ABA members – this is important in that it shows me, your executive, SRD, other groups and individuals what the average Alberta bowhunter thinks on these issues.  It also means only 300 ABA members have taken the time to fill one in and send it to me.  It means there are over 15000 bowhunters out there who have not gotten involved.  From the last newsletter where we outlined the proposals, the arguments, the ramifications, I got ONE returned survey.  We have clubs who have yet to inform their members of the issues, the survey.  We have archery shops who took the package of information/surveys and stuck them under the counter – never gave out one.  We hand delivered surveys to some of the very vocal types who always have an opinion – you guessed it.  None were returned.
We need to get the word out better but how do we do that?  The ABA will have a booth at HuntFest August 6-8 in Edmonton.  We will continue to use our internal/external network to make more people aware of these issues.  We continue to advertise the “ABA” as much as is humanly possible with the volunteer resources we have available.  We need every member to participate in this effort; we need to reach out to as many others as possible.  As bowhunters we will have this ONE chance to make our vote count.  We truly can make a difference.  As president of the ABA, as your executive, we will do all we can to make that difference.  It ultimately falls on the shoulders of each member, of each bowhunter in this province to help us make that difference, however.  If that doesn’t happen, then our fate is sealed.  It is too bad that for all of us who have worked so hard for so many years to get what we now enjoy as a bowhunter, to have it disappear because of the APATHY of so many, is very hard to swallow.
I would like to thank all those who have taken the time to fill out a survey, to those clubs who did inform their members, to those shops who have passed out and collected surveys.  You can rest easy in that at least you tried – you made an effort to make a difference.  We will continue to collect surveys right up to the December AGMAG meeting.  I challenge everyone to get a friend to complete a survey, to continue to pound our drum.

To date, 96% of the respondants support a fixed, standardized start date for the archery seasons, 99% are against crossbows in the archery seasons (other than current handicapped provisions), 85% are against a muzzleloader season IF it impacts archery seasons or includes in-lines.
SRD also has other proposals they wanted feedback on – game bird changes, black bear and wolf baiting, sheep issues, capping of draw priorities, elk management, hunting age requirements, cougar management.  For a full explanation of these proposals, for the original three mentioned above, for blank surveys you can fill out, for ABA facts and positions on the issues, for my report on the April AGMAG meeting go to our website www.bowhunters.ca.

Get Involved, Spread the Word, Do Your Part.
