PROPOSED REGULATION & WILDIFE MANAGEMENT CHANGE FOR 2011
CREATE ONE DRAW CODE FOR ALL RESIDENT TROPHY SHEEP SPECIAL LICENCES – F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY

Currently there are five separate Resident Special Licence Draw Codes and licences for trophy sheep.  These include; WMU 410, WMU 437, WMU 408, WMU 444/446 and WMU 438.  Residents may apply for only one of these special licences a year.  Of these Special Licence Draws, only WMU 438 is a random draw amongst all applicants.  All the other Draw Codes allow applicants to gain priorities within each specific Draw Code.  
2. CONCERN

Due to low permit numbers and high demand it is statistically impossible for new hunters to ever have the opportunity in successfully getting drawn (see Capping of Draw Priorities AGMAG proposal for further detail).   It is also likely that additional WMUs will be put on draw for trophy sheep.  There is a concern in some sheep populations regarding the low number of rams post-hunting season.  As a result of this it is likely that additional WMUs will be put on draw for Trophy Sheep.  
3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
For information pertaining to high priority levels within Trophy Sheep Draw codes review the Capping Priorities AGMAG proposal.  Due to low numbers of trophy sheep observed during post-hunting season survey, additional WMUs may need to go on draw for resident hunters.  Figure 1, illustrates the percentage of trophy rams observed during post-hunting surveys (1993 – 2008) for the Foothills, Clearwater and Southern Rockies areas.  The management goal is to have 5% of the population consisting of trophy rams post-hunting season.

 If additional WMUs go on draw for Trophy Sheep it will be necessary to create additional draw codes.  By creating one Trophy Sheep draw code, hunters would have the flexibility to apply in different hunt areas.  
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Figure 1.  Percent Trophy Rams observed during post-hunting season surveys for the Foothills, Clearwater and Southern Rockies areas; 1993- 2008.  
4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE

Making changes regarding the capping of special licence priorities is undergoing consultation between Fish and Wildlife and major stakeholders.  Depending upon results of the consultation process the following options are currently being considered, specifically;
I. Create one Trophy Sheep Draw Code for all Resident Trophy Sheep Special Licences.   Allow residents to apply in one WMU within the list of all WMUs which have license allocated under Trophy Sheep Special Licences.  Current priority that resident hunters have in Trophy Sheep Draw Codes would be applied to the new Draw Code.  As well, hunters that have been applying in WMU 438 with no priorities would be given a priority level which reflects their previous application history.  
