PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGE FOR 2011
WolF Baiting Restrictions – F & W EDMONTON
1. CURRENT STRATEGY
Bait may be used to hunt for wolves except during a spring black bear season where the use of bait for hunting black bear is not allowed.  Where there is an open spring black bear season and baiting for black bear is allowed, wolf baits must be signed in the same manner as black bear baits.  The requirement to sign wolf baits is not in effect in other circumstances where wolf baits are lawfully set.  
2. CONCERN
Throughout the majority of Alberta, bait can be used to hunt wolves for ~10 months of the year.  Baits used to attract wolves may also attract grizzly bears, black bears, or cougars.  Currently, wolf hunters are not required to sign their baits except in the circumstances described above, and can place baits throughout the fall period when bears are actively foraging in preparation for denning.  The presence of grizzly bears, black bears, and cougars at wolf baits creates a safety concern for both the hunter and for members of the public that may be in the area, and could result in killing of these species for self defence.  

3. INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CHANGE
Grizzly bears, black bears, and cougars travel widely and are highly attracted to the carrion used at wolf baits.  These species are found in many of the WMUs where baiting for wolves is currently allowed.  Grizzly bears are very protective of food sources and will often defend them aggressively.  Hunters approaching a bait site that is being visited by grizzly bears risk personal injury or death, and may be forced to shoot the bear in self defence.  Non-hunters in the area of the bait site also risk a negative interaction with a bear or cougar, which could lead to death or injury to the person, death of the animal, and negative publicity of hunting and of wolf hunting in particular.  Because there is currently no requirement to post warning signs at wolf baits (except in the limited circumstances described above), the public currently has no way to know that wolf baits may be present in an area and cannot avoid them.
4. RECOMMENDED CHANGE
Prohibit baiting for wolves except: 1) from December 1 to March 31; 2) during seasons and in WMUs where baiting for black bears is allowed, or 3) as authorized in writing by a Fish and Wildlife Officer.  Wolf hunters would be required to post warning signs at their baits during all times of the year.
